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From Andy’s Desk… 
It can be hard to trust God, can’t it? 
Our struggles with sin and with 
suffering, and the struggles of 
people we love, can lead us to 
question whether God really loves 
us, whether He really has our best 
interests at heart. I suspect each of 
us could recount occasions when we 
have found it particularly difficult. 
Our great ancestor, Abraham, faced 
his own struggles to believe God’s promises. God’s promises were 
wonderful, but there were significant obstacles to them coming to fruition. 
God had promised Abraham that he would become a great nation, but 
Abraham’ wife, Sarah, couldn’t have children. The land that God had 
promised to give Abraham as a home for his descendants was full of 
competing warlords. Abraham and his nephew Lot had found themselves 
caught up in a fight between nine different local warlords, and Abraham had 
stepped in to rescue Lot, but it must have made the realisation of the 
promises seem very far off (see Genesis 13 and 14 for this account). 
And so, God drew near to reassure Abraham. The first thing for Abraham to 
realise is that the best thing about God’s promises is God himself. 
“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” (15:1) 
Too often, we come to God wanting stuff, but then, wonder of wonders, we 
find we get God himself and He is infinitely better than the things we 
thought we wanted Him to give us. 
Then God repeated His promise of children and added a new dimension. 
“Look up at the sky and count the stars - if indeed you can count them. So 
shall your offspring be.” (15:5) 
And lastly, the Sovereign Lord, who owes nothing to anybody, committed 
Himself to Abraham in an ancient covenant ceremony. He instructed 
Abraham to bring a number of animals, to cut them all into two pieces and 
then arrange them to create a corridor to walk through. In these ancient 
ceremonies, the participants in the covenant would walk between the 
pieces as a sign that if they broke the covenant, then they would be killed 
like the animals (Jeremiah 34:18 gives us the clue). But on this occasion, a 
smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch appeared, representing God, and God 
passed between the pieces alone. God took on Himself the consequences 
of breaking the covenant, while Abraham simply got to enjoy the benefits. 
This is amazing grace! Maybe Abraham wondered how the immortal God 
could bear the consequences if this covenant should be broken. God would 
have to become a man in order to die… and, of course, two thousand years 
later, He did. Even though God did not break His covenant word, we did, 
but God Himself bore the penalty when Jesus died on the cross for us. 
Abraham, we are told, “believed God and He credited it to him as 
righteousness.” (15:6). Let us join Abraham and believe God’s promises of 
forgiveness and life won for us and paid for by Jesus Christ His Son. 
	 With love in Christ, 
	 Andy Martin, Rector 

THIS WEEK 
Sunday 13 September 
8.30am Traditional Service 

10.30am Contemporary 
Service with Crèche, Kids’ 
Group & Youth 

12.30pm Holiday Kids Club 
Team Meeting, St Barney’s 

Tuesday 15 September 
10am Prayer Gathering in 
Trinity Centre 
1pm Tuesday Afternoon 
Fellowship Group 
5pm & 7.30pm Tuesday 
Evening Fellowship Groups 

Wednesday 16 September 
7am Wednesday Early 
Men’s Fellowship Group 
10.30am Wednesday 
Service 
7pm The Bible Course in 
Trinity Centre 

Thursday 17 September 
7am Thursday Early Ladies’ 
Fellowship Group 
10am Thursday Morning 
Ladies’ Fellowship Group 
5pm Kids’ Club 

7pm & 7.30pm Thursday 
Evening Fellowship Groups 

Friday 18 September 
6pm Friday Youth 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Sunday 20 September 
Senior Youth Lunch 

Wed 7 - Fri 9 October 
Holiday Club for kids, in 
partnership with St Barney’s 

Saturday 24 October 
Diocesan Women’s 
Conference in Bathurst

TRINITY NEWS 
SHARING JESUS for LIFE



HOLY TRINITY ORANGE 13 September 2026
PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR PERSONAL BELONGINGS AND CHILDREN AT ALL TIMES 

Diocesan Synod: Fri 18 - Sat 20 Sept at Holy Trinity Kelso 
Please pray for all those gathering for the Diocesan Synod. This is the Diocese’s Annual Meeting to plan 
and manage the diocese for the year ahead. Please pray for wisdom, grace and godliness for all. And 
please pray for Bishop Mark and Susan as Mark lays up his staff and retires at the end of synod. 
Holiday Kids Club: Wed 7- Fri 9 Oct at St Barnabas 
Registrations are now open for our Holiday Kids Club coming up in the next school holidays. Please 
register your K-6 aged kids, and be inviting your friends to join us!  
Diocesan Women’s Conference - Saturday 24 October 9.30am-3pm at Bathurst Cathedral  
Join us for a wonderful day of teaching and fellowship as Naomi Reed helps us think about what it means 
to Fix our Eyes on Jesus. Morning tea provided, BYO picnic lunch. Registrations are free. Book online 
at bathurstanglican.org.au/event/womens-conference-2026. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 MISSION NEWS 
Please pray for Bruce & Kathy in Nigeria. Pray for Kathy’s health to continue to 
improve, and as she begins supervising the production of a basic primer in one of 
the local languages. Pray for Bruce as he leads the team, and writes a paper for 
publication on Iceve. Thank God for Kathy’s recent birthday celebrations. Pray for 

God’s ongoing protection given the precarious security situation. 

PARISH COUNCIL Next Meeting: Monday 14 September 
Rector: Andy Martin	  Wardens: Lynne Middleton, Garry West, Steve White 

Councillors: John Bosanquet, Andy McMaster, James Morrison, Megan Nicholson, Steve Price 
If you have feedback, comments or questions for Parish Council, or WHS matters to report, please contact 
Wardens or Louise Wythes in the church office. Meeting Minutes are available to read in the church office. 

GIVING FOR THE GOSPEL 
If you would like to give financially to support the work at Holy Trinity 
of Sharing Jesus for Life, please take a copy of our Giving leaflet 
and prayerfully consider how you might contribute. Gifts can be 
placed in the baskets or gift-box at church, or given online: 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church Orange 
Bank: NAB 	 	 	 BSB: 082 774  	 	 Account: 391-842-618 

SAFE MINISTRY 
At Holy Trinity Orange we are committed to Safe Ministry and have zero tolerance for any kind of abuse. 
We adhere to the NSW Child Safe Standards (see posters on noticeboards for more details).  If you need 
to speak to someone about a concern please contact Andy Martin or our Safe Ministry Coordinator, Louise 

Wythes. Alternatively, you can contact the Bathurst Diocesan Office: office@bathurstanglican.org.au

HOLY TRINITY OFFICE 
Monday to Friday 9am-1pm 
251-253 Anson Street Orange 
www.holytrinityorange.org.au 
www.facebook.com/holytrinityorange/  

		

REV’D ANDY MARTIN Rector 
0421 684 908 andymartin@holytrinityorange.org.au 
REV’D BEC CHOI Assistant Minister 
0416 043 165 becchoi@holytrinityorange.org.au 
BEN FEATHER Children’s & Youth Minister 
kidsministry@holytrinityorange.org.au 
LOUISE WYTHES Office Manager  
02 6362 1623 office@holytrinityorange.org.au 
TREASURER 
finance@holytrinityorange.org.au 
SAFE MINISTRY 
safeministry@holytrinityorange.org.au

mailto:andymartin@holytrinityorange.org.au
mailto:becchoi@holytrinityorange.org.au
mailto:office@holytrinityorange.org.au
https://www.bathurstanglican.org.au/event/womens-conference-2026/
http://www.holytrinityorange.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/holytrinityorange/

	From Andy’s Desk…

