
HOLY TRINITY ORANGE 28 December 2025/4 & 11 January 2026

From Andy’s Desk… 
Over the four Sundays of 
Advent we spent some 
time enjoying and learning 
from the four Christmas 
songs in Luke’s gospel 
sung by four characters: 
Mary, Zechariah, angels 
and Simeon. In each song, 
the singer(s) praises God 
for a multitude of different 
things all focused on the 
arrival of the new-born Jesus: “He has performed mighty deed with his 
arm” (1:51), “He has come to his people and redeemed them… he has 
raised up a horn of salvation” (1:68-69), “today a Saviour has been born” 
(2:11), “my eyes have seen your salvation, …a light for revelation” (2:30,32).

Psalm 98 is a much older song even than these four Christmas songs but it 
picks up exactly the same themes.

“Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things; his right 
hand and holy arm have worked salvation for him. The Lord has made his 
salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. He has 
remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation of our God.” (Psalm 98:1-3) 
While this ancient Psalmist was actually singing of God’s great acts of 
rescue in the Old Testament when God rescued his people from slavery in 
Egypt, or saved them foreign invaders, this psalm fits Christmas perfectly; 
indeed it actually fits Christmas even better than God's Old Testament 
rescues which first inspired it.

Psalm 98 speaks of how God’s righteousness has been revealed to the 
nations, of how all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God. That first Christmas the magi came from the east to see Jesus, 
representing the nations - they were the first gentiles (non-jews) to kneel at 
Jesus’ feet. And they were a glorious sign of things to come. The first 
Christians, all of them Jewish men and women who came to believe that 
Jesus is God’s Messiah, bravely took that message out from Jerusalem 
and jews and gentiles together put their trust in God’s Saviour. Through the 
centuries following Jesus’ life, death and resurrection we see how God’s 
grace and faithfulness, and the good news of his love demonstrated in 
giving Jesus to die for us, have reached the ends of the earth. It took 
almost eighteen hundred years for the message to reach Australia, when 
Richard Johnson preached in 1788.

God’s patience is extraordinary, his plans and purposes are mind-blowing 
and so different from the way we think. Over two thousand years the Lord 
God has been at work ensuring the message of Jesus spreads across the 
world. There are now believers on every continent, and in almost every 
country. God’s plans will never fail - so let us keep going and let us keep 
sharing this good news of Jesus in Orange into 2026 and beyond.

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things; … all the 
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.” Psalm 98 
With love in Christ,

Andy Martin

Rector


Sunday 28 December 
9.30am ONE Combined 
All-Age Service followed by 
morning tea in Trinity Centre 

Sunday 4 January 
9.30am ONE Combined 
All-Age Service followed by 
morning tea in Trinity Centre 

Sunday 11 January 
9.30am ONE Combined 
All-Age Service followed by 
morning tea in Trinity Centre 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 18 & 25 January 
8.30am Traditional Service 
10.30am Contemporary 
All-Age Family Service 

Sunday 1 February 
12noon Fellowship Group 
Leaders Meeting 

Tuesday 3 February 
10am & 7pm Term 1 Prayer 
Gathering in Trinity Centre 

Thursday 5 February 
5pm Kids’ Club Team 
Meeting 

Sunday 8 February 
12noon Welcomers Team 
Meeting 

Monday 9 February 
6.30pm Ladies’ Dinner 

Wednesday 12 February 
9.30am Playgroup Resumes 

Thursday 13 February 
5-6.30pm Kids’ Club 
Resumes 

Sunday 22 February 
Newcomers Lunch

TRINITY NEWS 
SHARING JESUS for LIFE



HOLY TRINITY ORANGE 28 December 2025/4 & 11 January 2026
PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR PERSONAL BELONGINGS AND CHILDREN AT ALL TIMES 

Summer Sundays - 28 December, 4 January & 11 January at 9.30am 
While things are quieter over the summer and many of us will be away, we will have ONE Combined All-
Age service. Regular services will resume on Sunday 18 January. 
Ministries in Recess 
Wednesday Service, Fellowship Groups, Prayer Group, Playgroup, Kids’ Club, Sunday Kids/Creche/
Youth are now all in recess for the Summer - resuming February 2026. 
Staff on Leave 
Bec Choi is now on leave returning Tuesday 13 January. Andy & Amanda Martin are now on leave 
returning Sunday 25 January. During this time please contact a church warden (Garry West, Lynne 
Middleton & Steve White) or Louise in the church office for all admin, pastoral care and service queries. 
Office Closure over the Summer 
The church office will be closed after Christmas - reopening Monday 5 January at 9am. 
Brain Food And Fellowship: Summer Seminars 
Paul Meeth (0401 963 144) will be hosting three Bible-related seminars at St James Presbyterian Hall. 
Tuesday 6th, 13th, 20th, from 10am to Midday, and Thursday 8th, 15th, 22nd, from 7pm to 9pm. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 MISSION NEWS 
	 	 	 	 CMS: A World that knows Jesus 
Give thanks for the faithful work of CMS mission partners around the world, serving God to make 
Jesus known. Pray for the Summer School conference in Katoomba in January: for missionaries 
on home assignment; for new missionaries being commissioned; for supporting churches and 
individuals who attend; for all who attend to be encouraged and strengthened from God’s word. 

PARISH COUNCIL Next Meeting: 2026 
Rector: Andy Martin. Wardens: Lynne Middleton, Garry West, Steve White 

Councillors: John Bosanquet, Elyse Gilbert, Heather Morgan, Megan Nicholson, Steve Price, Daniel Willis 
If you have feedback, comments or questions for Parish Council please contact Louise in the church office. 

Meeting Minutes are available to read in the church office. 

GIVING FOR THE GOSPEL 
If you would like to give financially to support the work at Holy Trinity of Sharing Jesus for Life,  

please take a copy of our Giving leaflet and prayerfully consider how you might contribute. 
Gifts can be placed in the baskets or gift-box at church, or given online: 

 Holy Trinity Anglican Church Orange - NAB - BSB 082 774 - Account 391-842-618 

SAFE MINISTRY 
At Holy Trinity Orange we are committed to Safe Ministry and have zero tolerance for any kind of abuse. 

We adhere to the NSW Child Safe Standards (see posters on noticeboards and in office for more details).  
If you need to speak to someone about a concern please contact Andy Martin or our Safe Ministry 
Coordinator, Louise Wythes. Alternatively, you can directly contact the Bathurst Diocesan Office 

(louise@bathurstanglican.org.au).

HOLY TRINITY OFFICE 
Monday to Friday 9am-1pm 
251-253 Anson Street Orange 
www.holytrinityorange.org.au 
www.facebook.com/holytrinityorange/  

		

REV’D ANDY MARTIN Rector 
0421 684 908 andymartin@holytrinityorange.org.au 
REV’D BEC CHOI Assistant Minister 
0416 043 165 becchoi@holytrinityorange.org.au 
AMANDA MARTIN Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
kidsministry@holytrinityorange.org.au 
LOUISE WYTHES Office Manager  
02 6362 1623 office@holytrinityorange.org.au 
TREASURER 
finance@holytrinityorange.org.au 
SAFE MINISTRY 
safeministry@holytrinityorange.org.au
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