
HOLY TRINITY ORANGE 4-11 October 2026

From Andy’s Desk… 
There are some chapters in the 
Bible that take our breath away for 
the beauty of what God reveals, and 
there are some that take our breath 
away because they are so disturbing 
- and sometimes what initially 
disturbs,  thrills us as we dig deeper. 
In Genesis 22, God commanded 
Abraham to offer his beloved only 
son, Isaac, as a sacrifice: you could be forgiven for recoiling in horror. 
Abraham almost certainly did the same - the chapter emphasises his love 
for his son (vv. 2, 12), and Isaac is the one through whom God promised 
blessing. What is going on? It seems unthinkable! 
Now, spoiler alert, Isaac doesn’t die - but it can look like God puts Abraham 
through a cruel ordeal to test his faith (v. 1) - might He do the same to us? 
No! There is so much more to this story than first meets the modern eye. 
Let me try to explain. When God called Abraham in Mesopotamia, it seems 
likely from biblical and archaeological evidence that the Canaanite tribes 
among which he lived believed their gods required human sacrifices to 
prove their devotion or to grant some great request. They took this for 
granted, just as today we take it for granted that human sacrifice is morally 
abhorrent. Abraham’s heart might have been breaking for what was to 
come, but it is possible that he may not have been as shocked as we are. 
Stick with me: the Bible tells us that Abraham believed that God would keep 
His covenant promises to bring blessing through Isaac, even if it meant 
raising him from the dead! (Hebrews 11:17-19). And so Abraham prepared 
to obey God’s command, and just at the moment when we want to shut our 
Bibles, everything changed. God intervened and provided a substitute 
sacrifice. God’s plan was never for Abraham to kill Isaac, instead God 
provided the sacrifice Himself. Indeed, God never required His people to 
sacrifice their children - something He loathed (e.g. Deuteronomy 12:31) - 
but He provided substitute sacrifices for them. And it is clear in the Bible 
that God’s people were unique in the region in not offering human sacrifice! 
And this is not all, by any means. When God provided this ram to die in 
place of Isaac, He intended it to be an advance snapshot of His plan to 
rescue His people through Jesus, His only beloved Son. God did not spare 
His Son, but gave Him up for us all. Jesus laid His life down willingly as the 
sacrifice to end all sacrifices - He died instead of us. He is the Lamb who 
takes away the sin of the world, once and for all, and He does it willingly as 
a gift. God provided Himself as the sacrifice. 
He who did not spare His only Son, but gave Him up for us all - how will He 
not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things? (Romans 8:32) 
I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. (John 10:17) 
This is our God and He is completely trustworthy. Like Abraham, the man of 
faith, let us trust Him and obey Him, because there is nothing, not even 
death, that can stop God keeping His promises through Jesus. 
	 With love in Christ, 
	 Andy Martin, Rector 

THIS WEEK 
Sunday 4 October 
8.30am Traditional Service 

10.30am Contemporary All 
Age Service 

Wed 7 - Fri 9 October 
Holiday Club for Kids with St 
Barnabas 

Sunday 11 October 
8.30am Traditional Service 

9.30am Holiday Club 
Service at St Barnabas 

NO 10.30am Service 

Ministries In Recess 
NO Fellowship Groups 
(resume Tuesday 20 
October) 

NO Kids’ Club (resumes 
Thursday 22 October) 

NO Friday Youth (resumes 
Friday 23 October) 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Monday 12 October 
7pm Fellowship Group 
leaders meeting 

Tuesday 13 October 
10am & 7pm Term 4 Church 
Family Prayer Gatherings 

Saturday 24 October 
Diocesan Women’s 
Conference in Bathurst

TRINITY NEWS 
SHARING JESUS for LIFE
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PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON YOUR PERSONAL BELONGINGS AND CHILDREN AT ALL TIMES 

Ministries in Recess - Sunday 27 September to Sunday 11 October 
Sunday Crèche/Kids’ Group/Youth, Wednesday Service, Fellowship Groups, Kids’ Club and Youth will all 
take a break over the school holidays. Wednesday Service resumes 14 October. Sunday Kids/Youth 
resumes 18 October, Fellowship Groups, Kids’ Club and Youth resume resume week of 19 October. 
Holiday Kids Club: Wednesday 7- Friday 9 Oct at St Barnabas 
Registration is available through Church Suite. See flyers or Louise in the Church Office for help. 
Holiday Club Service: Sunday 11 October at 9.30am, St Barnabas Church, Dora Street 
Join us at St Barnabas for a joint service and BBQ to end our Holiday Club week! (Note: 8.30am service 
as normal but NO 10.30am service at Holy Trinity) 
Term 4 Church Family Prayer Gathering: Tuesday 13 October, 10am & 7pm, Trinity Centre 
Join the Church family to give thanks for all that God has done, and to bring our prayers and requests for 
the term ahead to our gracious, powerful Saviour and King. 
Diocesan Women’s Conference - Saturday 24 October 9.30am-3pm at Bathurst Cathedral  
Join us for a wonderful day of teaching and fellowship. Morning tea provided, BYO picnic lunch. 
Registrations are free - book online at bathurstanglican.org.au/event/womens-conference-2026. 

	 	 	 	 MISSION NEWS 
Give thanks to God for the support of Bush Church Aid in our diocese. BCA help to fund 
a number of ministers in country parishes, including James and Brittany Daymond in 
Cobar, Rob and Xanthe in Bathurst, James and Charlie in Kelso, Ben and Alissa in 
Cowra. Please pray for God to open a door for the gospel in every parish. 

PARISH COUNCIL Next Meeting: 19 October 
Rector: Andy Martin	  Wardens: Lynne Middleton, Garry West, Steve White 

Councillors: John Bosanquet, Andy McMaster, James Morrison, Megan Nicholson, Steve Price 
If you have feedback, comments or questions for Parish Council, or WHS matters to report, please contact 
Wardens or Louise Wythes in the church office. Meeting Minutes are available to read in the church office. 

GIVING FOR THE GOSPEL 
If you would like to give financially to support the work at Holy Trinity of Sharing Jesus for Life, please take 
a copy of our Giving leaflet and prayerfully consider how you might contribute. Gifts can be placed in the 

baskets or gift-box at church, or given online: 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church Orange 

Bank: NAB 	 	 	 BSB: 082 774  	 	 Account: 391-842-618 

SAFE MINISTRY 
At Holy Trinity Orange we are committed to Safe Ministry and have zero tolerance for any kind of abuse. 
We adhere to the NSW Child Safe Standards (see posters on noticeboards for more details).  If you need 
to speak to someone about a concern please contact Andy Martin or our Safe Ministry Coordinator, Louise 

Wythes. Alternatively, you can contact the Bathurst Diocesan Office: office@bathurstanglican.org.au

HOLY TRINITY OFFICE 
Monday to Friday 9am-1pm 
251-253 Anson Street Orange 
www.holytrinityorange.org.au 
www.facebook.com/holytrinityorange/  

		

REV’D ANDY MARTIN Rector 
0421 684 908 andymartin@holytrinityorange.org.au 
REV’D BEC CHOI Assistant Minister 
0416 043 165 becchoi@holytrinityorange.org.au 
BEN FEATHER Children’s & Youth Minister 
kidsministry@holytrinityorange.org.au 
LOUISE WYTHES Office Manager  
02 6362 1623 office@holytrinityorange.org.au 
TREASURER 
finance@holytrinityorange.org.au 
SAFE MINISTRY 
safeministry@holytrinityorange.org.au
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